continued on page 1 W e embarked on the adventure of researching IUPAC's history a few years ago, inspired by the looming IUPAC 100 anniversary in 2019 and the desire of the French National Committee to host that year's Congress and General Assembly in Paris. The proposal to host the fiftieth IUPAC General Assembly and forty-seventh Congress in Paris was received and approved by IUPAC Council during its assembly in 2013. Soon after, Jean-Pierre Vairon, a member of the organizing committee of the IUPAC 2019 Congress, contacted Danielle Fauque, and together we started to think about special symposia devoted to the history of IUPAC. At the Congress in 2015 in Busan, Korea, the idea was met with enthusiasm and interest from Natalia Tarasova, then president of the Union, and the project of this special issue was formed with Fabienne Meyers, Chemistry International editor. We also met with Christopher Brett later that year to speak about this project.
The well-known History of IUPAC by Roger Fennell and its sequel by Stanley Brown sketch the inner workings of IUPAC's structure, and provide a first basis for historical exploration. IUPAC also published many printed documents over its years of existence as "color books," articles in Pure and Applied Chemistry, and diverse reports and proceedings including CI. Amazingly, it's hard to get a hold of complete sets of these kinds of publications, even though they were printed and distributed in large numbers. This "grey literature" had to be assembled piece by piece. The IUPAC archives kept at the Science History Institute were crucial to getting closer to decision processes and to the core of the discussions involved.
What we discovered through the process is the difficulty in approaching the history of such a delocalized, multinational, and multilayered organization, which is in itself a world with many inhabitants and cultures. As such, and with the present knowledge of the historical documentation at hand, it's a challenge to speak of IUPAC as a cohesive body and to describe its actions and impact. At the core, these actions are, of course, made by men-and more recently also a few women-but while a narrative centered on individuals provides trajectories and explains the fine structure of negotiations before decisions and recommendations, such a narrative is not enough. Another approach would be to simply list the decisions, but then one misses the mediation and the interplay inside and outside of IUPAC-outside because IUPAC is far from alone on the international playground. As working groups, the commissions could also provide coherent objects for a series of dedicated histories, and we hope that someone will take on such research.
As to the present publication, we have chosen a mixed approach, giving a survey that includes persons, topics, and achievements, and putting them in the context of the challenges of the times in which they existed. The results shared in this special issue are but a milestone in a longer research described in the epilogue (p. 58).
As we were working on the history of IUPAC through several workshops and panels over the last two years, we were fortunate to find historians whose interest and research crossed paths with A special thanks to Yves Jeannin, who dug into his photo albums and helped us to identify people in several older photographs. Last but not least, we want to express our thanks to Fabienne Meyers, who has accompanied us since the project of this special issue to celebrate the 100 th anniversary of IUPAC emerged. Over the last year, we have benefi tted from her advice and thoughtful remarks, and she was also of crucial help connecting us with many present and former IUPAC active offi cers and members. She has shepherded the special issue with care, creativity, and imagination.
Brigitte Van Tiggelen, Special issue editor
